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Now You See Me, Now You Don’t
By: Jonathan Michalksi

Scott Alexander, born in Baltimore Maryland, currently resides in the Octorara School District with his two children and 
his wife Jenny. On January 31st, we had the pleasure of welcoming him to the Octorara stage. The purpose for his visit was 
to help the Octorara Task Force raise money for the resurfacing of our track. Mr. Alexander helped tremendously with the 
fundraising effort!When first hearing of the struggles to raise money, Mr. Alexander was eager to step in and help. With Mr. 
Charlie Koennecker’s help, and the rest of the Task Force, Mr. Alexander was able to come and excite the community as the 
auditorium was packed! 

Prior to the show, I had the privilege of speaking with Mr. Alexander and asking some questions 
about our local celebrity’s resumé. This resumé consists of: teaching Michael Jackson magic, meeting 
Oprah Winfrey and appearing on her show, having a head line show in Las Vegas at Caesar’s Palace, 
and appearing on the sixth season of the hit summer television show “America’s Got Talent”. The inter-
view went as follows:

Is Octorara the first school performance you’ve ever done?
No actually I have performed for numerous schools. I do a show called ‘The Magic of Reading’, and 
it is focused around encouraging young students to read. I include Dr. Seuss’s, a book called Holes, 
and a book about snow and do tricks surrounding the topics that really get the kids involved in 
what I’m talking about. It’s an energetic performance and I really enjoy doing it, knowing that my 
magic will encourage young minds to be nurtured through reading.

What is your favorite trick to perform?
My favorite trick to perform is the sword basket. You’ll be able to see it at the show, and while it is an illusion, it’s more of 
a comedy skit between me and my wife, Jenny. I like to show my audience how magic can be a fun thing to do. While the 
trick is potentially dangerous, and it takes a lot of trust, it has become my favorite trick over the years.

Do you teach yourself all of your tricks?
I make up about 50%, and 50% arefound, researched, and revived. I like to give the old magic a fresh coat of paint and 
make it look new and like my own.

Who was the most influential person in your life, helping your hobby become an occupation?
My godmother was the person who started magic for me, but the man who made my life magic for me was a man by the 
name of Ray Corbin. He passed away about 12 years ago, but he was my mentor all throughout my young years of do-
ing magic. His stage name was Ray-Mond and he lived in the same town that my folks do, Westminster, Maryland. After 
meeting him after one of his shows and telling him about my passion for magic, I began taking lessons from him around 
age 12. My dad used to drive me over to his house every weekend, and we would work together on magic tricks. He real-
ized my potential early and he said that ‘Magic is a great hobby… it will keep you off the streets, and it will give you a goal 
and something to strive for.’ I can never thank him enough for his assistance.

Who is your favorite celebrity you’ve ever performed in 
front of?
 My favorite celebrity to perform in front of was Michael Jack-
son. He came into the magic shop I was at on the recommen-
dation of some of his buddies. It was really cool to meet him 
because you would never really know it but he had a strong 
passion for magic. He came into the shop three times and we 
sat there together on the floor doing magic for 3 to 4 hours per 
session. It was funny because he would sit there with no shoes 
or socks and just be engulfed in the magic, but the situation 
was so freaky because of who was sitting there in front of me. 
(Con’t on page 4)

(More pictures can be seen on page 4)
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Band and Chorus
By: Allison Shillinger

Recently, the Octorara music program has excelled in more ways than one so here’s the latest on what’s going on:
• In regards to upcoming events, the Octorara Band will be having their annual spring concert on April 26, 2016. 
The theme, “Songs and Dances” promises a combination of exciting and upbeat tunes along with some songs that 
will give a taste of other cultures. 
• The Band will also be performing, for its second year now, at the PMEA District 12 Large Instrumental Ensem-
ble Music Performance Assessment at Radnor High School on April 21. This will give the band an opportunity to 
play for a fresh audience of judges and gain some feedback in order to improve 
and shape their performance for the spring concert! 
• And, in rather impressive news, in a matter of months the band has raised 42% 
of the funds needed to purchase new uniforms. (These can be seen in the glass 
display case just to the right of the auditorium.) 
• Two students from band and two students from chorus have made the cut for 
various higher level groups. 

o Senior, Alexander Meek, after a total of 6 separate auditions, will have been 
involved in Band and Orchestra for Districts and Regions and States in Band 
by placing 6th at Regions! 
o Chris Kelly, a sophomore, will have participated in Band and Orchestra for Districts and Regions, as 
well, but has also qualified for all-State Vocal Jazz. 

• Both students agree that the experience was very memorable—Alexander sharing that the friendships he made 
outside of the Octorara community will be remembered for quite a long time and Chris indicating that the atmo-
sphere staying in hotels all over gave a glimpse at what a future in music would look like. 
• Additionally, Melina Yelovich and Meredith Fox qualified for various higher level chorus groups. 

o Meredith, after completing a total of 3 separate auditions, qualified for both district and regional cho-
rus. She shares that the most memorable aspect of her experience was working with guest conductor Dr. 
Mitos Andaya Hart at regionals. 

Congratulations to all four of you on your successes!

Picture from: http://www.brianmcl.com/
major-league-dodgeball-logos/ 

Dodgeball Tournament Results
Student Council would like to thank all those who 

particpated in the 2106 Dodgeball Tournament. The tourna-
ment ended with an exciting battle between the Teachers and 
the Bucketheads. In the end, the Bucketheads prevailed, be-
ing named the 2016 Champions. Student Council hopes to see 
another exciting turnout at next year’s tournmanent. 

DAR Good Citizen
Brian Robinson was nominated for the DAR 

Good Citizen Award and won the 2016 nomination for 
the Octorara High School!  The nominee is determined by 
number of votes.  Brian was honored at the Grove United 
Methodist Church in West Chester on March 14, 2016.  
Congratulations Brian!



FFA Success!
The Octorara FFA Chapter has had several great successes in the 

past few months through receiving awards, competing in area compe-
titions, and participating in conferences and workshops.  Here are just 
a few of the highlights of this great chapter!

In February, there were 10 students who participated in a leader-
ship conference known as “ACES”, Agricultural Cooperation Estab-
lishes Success in Harrisburg.  

Students who attended ACES:
1)      Sara Woodall
2)      Madelyn Kerr
3)      Zack Bare
4)      Jesse Himelright
5)      Dustin Saltzman
6)      Chloe Cary
7)      Michelle Engle
8)      Alaina Davis
9)      Michael Jaros
10)   Haley Couture

In early March, 5 students spent 3 days in Harrisburg for the State 
Legislative Leadership Conference.  While there, they learned about 
the legislative process, donated time helping out the Central PA Food 
Bank, met many senators and representatives, and toured our state’s 
capitol.  

Students who participated at the State Legislative Leadership 
Conference are:

1)      Zach Bare
2)      Madelyn Kerr
3)      Alaina Davis
4)      Mekenzie Pidgeon
5)      Chloe Cary

Glenn Barrett received the Keystone FFA Degree.  To earn this 
degree one has to: be an active member of the FFA for at least 2 years, 
have both the Greenhand and Chapter FFA Degree, maintain accurate 
records related to their Supervised Agriculture Experience project, 
have a record of at least 25 hours of community service, participated 
in at least 10 FFA activities, and is a senior or older. 

On March 19th, 9 students traveled to Penn State University to 
participate in a Pre-Veterinary Symposium where they learned many 
skills and gained knowledge that will help them decide on a future 
career. 

 Students who attended the Pre-Veterinarian Symposium are:
1)      Lexi Simmons
2)      Madelyn Kerr
3)      Nicole Meek
4)      Mark Robuck
5)      Mekenzie Pidgeon
6)      Morgan Lee
7)      Kelsey Cunningham
8)      Nicole Griest
9)      Katelyn Stoltzfus

Additionally, Octorara FFA had several students participate in 
a Regional FFA Competition and Chloe Cary received 2nd place in 
her Junior Prepared speech about the Farm Bureau.  Her speech was 
about the importance of the Farm Bureau, presenting it at the area 
level. 

Overall, the Octorara FFA Chapter is proud to say that they are 
reaching great heights both in their school and community! Continue 
the great work!
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Octorara TSA Travels to the Regional Conference
By: Alex Rogers

On February 6th the Pennsylvania Technology 
Student Association held the 2016 Region 2 Leadership 
and Regional Conference at Conestoga Valley Middle 
School. The Technology Student Association, or TSA, is 
a national organization dedicated to fostering personal 
growth, leadership, and opportunities in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics for youth in the 
United States. The Association holds Regional, State, and 
National level competitions where high school students 
can demonstrate their knowledge in STEM-related activi-
ties like 3D Architecture or Transportation Modeling. 
Our own chapter of TSA sent 14 students to the event 
with advisors Mr. Lefever and Mr. Talley to participate 
in 9 STEM-related events. A total of 9 students qualified 
for the State competition in April, and a handful of these 
students placed in the top 3 for their events. 

Individual Events: 
• In the event CAD 2D Architecture, in which par-
ticipants create a 2D representation of architectural 
ornamentation or cabinetry, Matt DeLellis took 
2nd place. 
• In CAD 3D Engineering, an event that requires 
students to create a 3D computer model of an 
engineering or machine object, Brian Robinson, 
Alexander Meek and Dennis Murphy all qualified 
for the State competition.
• The Extemporaneous Speaking event, an im-
promptu speech on a technological subject, yielded 
two qualifiers: Alexander Meek and Alex Rogers.
• In Dragster Design, which asks students to 
design and build a CO2-powered model dragster, 
Alex Rogers, Brandon Maser and Alexander Meek 
qualified.

Team Events:
• The Team of Dennis Murphy, Alexander Meek 
and Brian Robinson joined together and composed 
and produced their own musical piece to qualify 
for the event Music Production.
• The competition Structural Design and Engi-
neering require participants to design and build a 
model bridge, which teams Kayli Dickinson and 
Matt Coughlin and Tim Johnson and Matt DeLel-
lis did expertly, placing 1st and 2nd, respectively.
• In Technology Problem Solving, in which stu-
dents work together to develop and create a solu-
tion to a posed problem with limited materials, 
the team of Brian Robinson and Kayli Dickinson 
qualified for the State competition. 

Todd Yoder, Michael Murray, Michael Flores, Jacob 
Jankowiak, Robbie Koennecker and Grant Burkhardt 
also attended the competition and only narrowly 
missed the qualifying cut.  

Congratulations to all of these outstanding students! Keep 
up the motivated work!
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What was the most exciting experience of your magic life?
My most exciting experience was appearing on “America’s Got Talent”. Walking out on the stage was something that I had 
never been exposed to before. In case you didn’t know, before the show they get the crowd pumped up for all of the acts, and 
it’s almost like a sporting event. When I walked out there I felt like I was being hit by a literal wall of energy, and that’s some-
thing I’ve never experienced before.

It was an amazing experience to have been able to meet Mr. Scott, and I would like to personally thank him for his support 
of our school this winter. From the benefit show for the track to the assistance of all the magic and special effects seen in this 
year’s musical Into the Woods, his help has truly been appreciated. If you ever get the chance to have a conversation with Mr. 
Alexander, I strongly suggest you do. There are so many stories that he has to tell. I also urge you to thank him for everything 
he did to help us towards building a new track. Reach out to him as he did to our school, and thank him for what he did. He 
truly deserves our appreciation!  

How Do We Define Intelligence?
By: Alexander Meek

For those of you who are fortunate enough to have met my grandfather, you know of his opinionated, jovial personal-
ity and of his often comical antics. You’ve heard me tell stories of when he’s parked illegally or forgotten what day it is, both 
classic symptoms of growing old. Yet what you probably don’t know is that my grandfather went to law school and passed the 
Michigan Bar. That he’s traveled to Egypt and South America by himself purely for the experience of it, and written books 
about his journeys. My grandfather is a World War II veteran, having served in the Pacific on Okinawa in 1944 and 1945. 
Today, a month after his 90th birthday, my grandfather has trouble remembering the simplest facts and details about things 
going on in his life, yet I consider him to be one of the most intelligent people I know.

This led me to wonder: How do we define intelligence? Intelligence is more than the ability to answer questions correct-
ly or to make good decisions. If you gave my grandfather and me a math test and timed us, I can be pretty sure of who would 
finish first. I’m capable of remembering directions and my mom’s instructions better than he can. Does this mean he is un-
intelligent and simple minded? Absolutely not! In fact, I could probably argue that he forgets things only because he decides 
that he has more important things to remember! Like the history of the American involvement in Europe during WWII or the 
inspiration behind Picasso’s greatest paintings. Yet is this in itself intelligence either? The ability to remember random facts?

I think instead that I am so sure of my grandfather’s intelligence because I hear the stories about Okinawa and the 
Detroit College of Law, and I realize the immense amount of experience that my grandfather has living a life that I’m just 
beginning. This experience gives him resources of knowledge and wisdom to draw on that I simply am unable to comprehend. 
Because of this experience, combined with his ability to remember and reflect, my grandfather has the capability of intelli-
gently assessing and responding to nearly any issue or conversation that he might be a part of. This is intelligence. The state of 
being able to draw on wisdom, reason, and experience when decision-making, and while simply living life. Those individuals 
who are truly intelligent are capable of analyzing things from a more composed and grounded perspective. To be intelligent is 
to be cognizant of more than one’s own opinion about a particular problem through prior experience or wisdom. It is a state I 
realize I have yet to reach, however the best thing I can do at this point is observe those who have.

Our elder generation are the gateway to unimaginable amounts of experience and wisdom. Do not believe simply be-
cause your grandparents may not be quick to the answer that they don’t know it, and realize that they have far more answers 
than you may want to give them credit for. So if the next time you see your grandparents you catch a glimmer in their eyes as 
if they know something you don’t, consider that maybe it’s because they do.

Cont’ from page 1
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Schoology:  Over the Line Into Protected Time?
By: Autumn Ellis and Madison Stoltzfus

Schoology is an app that all students and teachers are required to have on their school-assigned iPads. This app allows teach-
ers to push out assignments to their classes and it allows students to submit their work online. Teachers can also post remind-
ers about upcoming tests or schedule changes. This system could work wonderfully, except that it has been taken advantage of. 
Students and teachers are wondering if there will ever be a break from all the work now that it can be handed out at any time, 
and on any day.

Let’s take a look at how Schoology is being taken advantage of from a student’s perspective. Our favorite quotes from teach-
ers these days are: “How many of you read the article I posted on Schoology?” or “How many of you did the homework I posted 
last night?” Most often, the answer is dead silence and awkwardly avoiding eye contact because the students didn’t check Scho-
ology. Teachers now have the expectation that students will check Schoology like they check Instagram, Twitter, and other forms 

of social media. But students don’t want to check Schoology only to find that they have been given more 
work that was not assigned in class. Yet teachers still expect that assignments that they didn’t assign in 
class, but instead posted on Schoology, to be completed. Students shouldn’t be expected to check Scho-
ology unless they are informed of the assignment in class.

Now, what happened to the rule that states, “if you miss a day of school, you have a day to make up 
the work that was missed”? Why is it that teachers now expect their students to be completing work at 
home when they are absent?! If a student is absent, the implication should be that they are too ill or oth-
erwise occupied to be able to attend school and complete work. Students who are absent for extended 
periods of time shouldn’t be failing simply because teachers believe that they could’ve worked on their 
homework while they were absent. Students deserve the same amount of extended time to turn in their 
online work as they do worksheets and other written assignments after an absence.

Now let’s look at Schoology from a teacher’s perspective. Schoology is a tool that is preparing students for college. Profes-
sors aren’t going to constantly remind students that they have assignments to do. However, if students are complaining about 
teachers creating assignments when the assignments aren’t given in class, then students should not expect their essays, tests, and 
projects to be graded the second they are submitted on Schoology. Teachers need time to grade and believe it or not they have 
personal lives outside of school as well. 

Ultimately, it all boils down to protected time. Both students and teachers need to respect each other’s personal time. In 
today’s world, technology has brought us all to the point where it is possible for us all to work non-stop twenty-four seven. But 
there isn’t anybody who actually wants to do that. With the iPad’s, there has to be a respect for student and teacher protected 
time where we all get a break from schoolwork and can enjoy other aspects of our personal lives. There has to be a line drawn 
between school time and time at home, and Schoology expectations have crossed over this line. It is more time consuming and 
demanding than anybody wants it to be. The school needs to develop a policy that better protects all of our time because school 
and work, while they are important, shouldn’t take over all of our time. School will have a better, less stressful atmosphere once 
students and teachers are sure that their time away from it is protected.

Autism Acceptance

By: Danielle Durning

Autistic Writer

You might be surprised to know that autism was only discovered in the 1940s and was virtually unknown, even to psycholo-
gists, until the 1980s. The word spread quickly; it has been four decades and now most people have heard of autism. Awareness 
initiatives and programs have gotten the message out all around the world.

But recently, people have started to wonder if that message is the one we should be spreading.

The party most responsible for the aforementioned initiatives and programs is Autism Speaks, a fairly well-known autism or-
ganization. Autism Speaks created the puzzle symbol, Autism Awareness Month, and Light It Up Blue. If you hear about autism, 
Autism Speaks is probably the source.

Autism Speaks is also hated by autistic people.

It doesn’t seem to make sense, but it’s true. Autism Speaks is controversial, to say the least, and many people in the Autistic 
community are upset, even outraged by it. Why? Well, it’s all in the message.

First I’m going to explain that “Autism community” I mentioned. As the name implies, it is a community made up of autistic 
people. It is built upon positivity and acceptance. People in this community believe that autism is a different state of being, not a 
defective one, and that autism is a core part of any autistic person—it shapes their identity, their thoughts, and how they see the 
world.

Cont’ on page 6

Picture from: http://21clradio.
com/tag/dennis/
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Horoscopes
By: Courtney Burkhardt

Disclaimer- Each and every one of these horoscopes is entirely made up. There is absolutely no scientific or factual back-
ing behind anything you are about to read. This means that, if you don’t like your horoscope, there is a very small chance that it 
will actually come true, or that it is remotely true now.

Aries- (4/19-5/13)
Dear Aries,
You are going to have an absolutely fabulous finish to your school year! The sun is shining, the birds are chirping, and 
you are going to be riding out the rest of the school year on a never-ending wave of positivity. Congrats!

Taurus- (5/14-6/19)
Dear Taurus,
Have you been having a rough time in life lately? Has life been getting you down? Just remember that it’s always darkest 
before the dawn, and that if this is the darkest time of your life, then the most joyful times will be coming soon.

Gemini- (6/20-7/20)
Dear Gemini,
Have you been feeling guilty over something lately? Maybe it wasn’t even something you’ve done, but something you 
still feel responsible for. Remember, you have two options. You can either be a kind Good Samaritan and confess your 
wrongdoings to the powers that be, or whoever will relieve your guilt. Or, you can swallow your guilt and move on with 
your life, guilt and consequence free!

Cancer- (7/21-8/9)
Dear Cancer,
Have you been feeling off kilter lately? Experiencing any moodiness or done things that are completely out of character? 
Then you should change up your music choices! If you have a predilection towards music that makes you want to break 
things, and you’ve been unusually destructive lately, you might want to switch it up. Instrumental music is usually a 
solution to all of life’s problems.

Leo- (8/10-9/15)
Dear Leo,
There is a glorious world out there! It is full of butterflies and bunnies and sunshine, and where are you? You have stayed 
inside, not seeing any of these wonderful springtime entities. A simple remedy to this problem: go outside! Enjoy the 
warm weather, and don’t waste all of your time indoors; that’s for the winter months. 

Virgo- (9/16-10/30)
Dear Virgo,
Have you been procrastinating more than usual lately? Has Netflix been taking over your life? Have you had less than 
five hours of sleep on any given night this week? Well stop that! Try setting some goals for yourself, and buy a fancy little 
planner so that you don’t stress yourself out. And lastly, don’t spend fourteen hours a day on Netflix; all nine seasons of 
“How I Met Your Mother” will be there on the weekend, I promise!

Libra- (10/31-11/22)
Dear Libra,
Did you know that you are going to find your soulmate this month? Well it’s true! This month is your prime time to find 
love, so don’t waste it! Go out and find it if it doesn’t come to you right away. Sometimes, love takes some time to find, 
but you won’t find love by being lonely. Take a risk, and love will most certainly find you.

Scorpio- (11/23-11/29)
Dear Scorpio,
You, my friend, are going to experience a slight case of the dark and twisties. It will be okay, though! Remember to stay 
positive! Focusing on all of life’s negatives will only bring you down, when you could be focusing on the far greater mul-

Autism Speaks, meanwhile, sees autism as a disease and aims to “cure” it. Much of their fundraising money goes toward find-
ing a cure. Their upper management is populated by zero autistic people. They have aired videos and PSAs depicting autism as 
evil, as something that destroys a family, as a burden and a menace. One of their more disturbing videos includes references to 
infanticide.

For these reasons, the Autistic community is working to distance itself from Autism Speaks. One way they are doing this is by 
promoting “acceptance” instead of “awareness.”

So what can we do? Well, we could start by building understanding. If you wonder why your autistic lab partner flaps her 
hands, ask her about it politely. If the kid next to you in math counts things out loud and distracts you, kindly tell him so. If you 
don’t understand autism in general, ask someone or Google it. Even small gestures like these help; a little understanding can go a 
long way.

Cont’ from page 5
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titude of life’s joys instead. Summer is coming, and that will play a major role in turning that frown upside down.
Ophiuchus- (11/30-12/17)

Dear Ophiuchus,
Surprise! You exist! You didn’t know that? Neither did the rest of the world, but that won’t stop you from making your 
mark in life! Just remember that it will take time for the world to get to know you. However, once they do, don’t be afraid 
to let yourself truly shine!

Sagittarius- (12/18-1/18)
Dear Sagittarius,
You need to get in touch with your emotions this month. You have a simply dreadful habit of pushing those away and 
only focusing on one emotion, and that will never work out. Have you never seen the movie Inside Out? It never works! 
Have a heart to heart with someone important in your life, and don’t be afraid to let your emotions blend together to 
create the most positive memories that you can.

Capricorn- (1/19-2/15)
Dear Capricorn,
Clothes are a simply fascinating thing; aside from covering up a person, they can also expose the true identity of the 
person they are covering. If you don’t feel like your wardrobe is accurately reflecting you, then this is the time to make 
some changes. It will not only showcase the dazzling you to the world, but it will also make you feel better about yourself 
in the long run.

Aquarius- (2/16-3/11)
Dear Aquarius,
This month is the month of new friends for you. If you have been having a problem with a friend, or a whole group of 
friends, this is the month to change that. Don’t be afraid to start up a conversation with that weird kid in your study hall. 
Or, if you are the weird kid, don’t be too shy to say hi to the preppy looking dork sitting next to you. Who knows? You 
may just find your next best friend.

Pisces- (3/12-4/18)
Dear Pisces,
On a scale of one to ten on the stressed to the max scale, are you currently at around a fifteen? Take a breather, relax. 
Just because the end of the year is coming, doesn’t mean that you can’t find time to take a chill pill. If you take just five 
minutes out of your day to look at the wondrous miracles of life, such as double rainbows, you may find that your rating 
on the stressed scale will significantly decrease. 

The Not So Ophiuchus Horoscope Alteration

By: Erin Lomboy

Astrology is the belief that the position of the stars and planets have a direct influence on people and events. Horoscopes 
deal directly with the idea of fate and destiny; that certain events or specific characteristics are predestined according to the day of 
your birth and the sign that it corresponds to. The interest and impact of the zodiac signs ranges from disinterest and ignorance to 
staunch believers. Modern science labels horoscopes as “pseudo-science” by arguing that planets and stars cannot, in any way, im-
pact our lives and personalities. Many religions denounce it as well. Most studies have shown that horoscopes produce inaccurate 
results. However, they can be both fun and entertaining, and it is often cool to discover similarities regarding personality descrip-
tions, or revel in, or envision the predictions of the future. The impact of horoscopes on peoples’ lives is entirely what they make it. 

Interestingly, an esoteric fact is that Ophiuchus, the Serpent Holder, was recently added to the original twelve zodiac signs 
in order to make the horoscopes more accurate. The serpent that he is dividing into two parts is Asclepius, which is the symbol of 
the medical staff that is still common today. Now, you might be thinking: how does this affect me, and why do I care? 

Well, ever since Ophiuchus’s addition, all of the previous dates of the other zodiac signs have been drastically shifted. Be-
cause of this, many people must identify with a new sign now, which poses a problem that varies depending on each individual.

 I apologize if I just blew your mind to Pisces (pun intended), but this is a serious dilemma that must be communicated 
and spread to everyone. This concern may seem astrologically blown out of proportion for you, but this can be disastrous and 
uncomfortable for the people who have been identifying with a certain sign for their entire life. When it was first announced in 
early 2011, many angry people complained about this change that was, up until then, a constant ideal for centuries. Some of these 
people were especially mad that they would have to painfully remove their now meaningless tattoos. However, even though you 
may be classified as a different sign because of this alteration, I believe that it is up to you to decide if you want to embrace the 
drastic change, or defy fate and continue to identify with your original sign. 

Cont’ from page 6
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Dear Yo-Yo Bro-Yo,
I feel so much stress when picking a Pathway. Why is there no undecided or undeclared option?

Sincerely,
Panic at the Pathway

Dear Panic,
A long, long time ago, I was standing in your shoes, and those are some uncomfortable shoes to be in, because I wear size 

eleven and you probably don’t. Regardless, I was standing in your painful shoes at a fork in the road. I was frozen to that meta-
phoric spot, because I knew there was no going back once I had chosen my course. I could practically feel my hair turning gray, 
and I was still a preteen.

I can only imagine the joy I would have felt if an “Undeclared” option had come down from the heavens in those days. Or 
the joy I would have felt had I had access to the very informative article that Ms. Imms published in the last newspaper, explain-
ing all about Pathways. The same is probably true for most kids. That’s precisely why they don’t have an “Undeclared”: if they 
did, it’s the only thing anyone would choose, and the Pathway system would become pointless, and considering that the current 
Pathway system is about as pointy as a marshmallow, a black hole would probably form from the sheer levels of non-pointiness.

Yeah, that’s right. Your childhood agony was the only thing staving off the destruction of the entire world. You’re welcome.
Seriously, though, the Pathways are a huge deal. Choosing classes? Pfft, the Pathway chooses for you. Want to eat an apple at 

lunch? Too bad; they’re for Science and Health students only. Love between people on different Pathways is strictly forbidden. 
And a student who likes both science and art will be brainwashed to like only one.

The Pathway system is a stern ruler, but a good one, you see. I can’t imagine a world where Pathways just, say, vanished in 
high school, leaving kids to choose whatever mixture of classes they wanted. Imagine the chaos! It would be worse than the 
intersection between the art wing and the stairs! The stress may be overwhelming, but know that you are making an absolutely 
necessary and very important choice above all.

Cheerios,
Bro-Yo


